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Art Rejections: 

1. The texts of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) cited in the previous office 
action are hereby incorporated by reference. 

2. Claims 28-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mastrianni , U.S. pat. Appl . Pub. No. 
2002/0116641, in view of Gatz et al, U.S. pat. Appl. Pub. No. 
2002/0049806. 

Per claim 28, Mastrianni discloses a communications system 
comprising : 

a) a user interface application for an email service (e.g., web 
browser, mail client) , the user interface application residing 
on a computer (200) ( see par. 18 ) ; 

b) a communication manager (304) residing on the computer 
configured to track user activity and regulate a level of 
communications that occurs for an active user based upon a 
classification of the active user as either an adult or a child, 
the communication manager ( see par. 20 ) , wherein the user 
interface application provides an identity of the active user to 
the communication manager such that a user interface is arranged 
according to settings for the active user such that a user 
having a child persona is restricted from configuring email 
accounts accessed by the communication manager for the active 
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user having the child persona and a subset of operations 
performed by the communication manager unless authorized by a 
user having an adult persona ( see par. 35-36 ) . 

Mastrianni does not teach explicitly establishing or 
designating parent and child account types. The use of parent 
and child account types for providing better control of the 
child network usage is disclosed by Gatz ( see Gatz in par. 66- 
75) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to utilize Gatz parent/child 
account designation in Mastrianni because it would have provided 
better control of the child network usage. 

Per claim 29, Mastrianni discloses a communication system 
as discussed in item 2 above. Mastrianni does not teach 
filtering other types of messages including instant messages. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to practice Mastrianni ' s with other 
known types of messages including instant messages because it 
would have provided protection to a child user from receiving 
harmful messages/contents from the Internet ( see Gatz in par. 
87) . 
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Per claims 30-31, Mastrianni teaches enabling filtering 
emails per user, i.e., emails addressed to different 
accounts/mail boxes ( see par. 28 ) . 

Per claims 32-34, Mastrianni teaches notifying the active 
adult user of new emails and requesting adult's approval of 
questionable emails addressed to a child ( see par. 29, 32, 36 ) . 

Per claims 35-48, Mastrianni teaches configuring by the 
adult user the communication system for blocking emails and/or 
Internet contents delivered to a child user ( see par. 21 ) . 

Mastrianni does not explicitly teach restricting the child 
user from configuring the message filtering communication 
system. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to recognize such restriction 
of the system configuration to authorized adult user only 
because allowing system access by any users including child user 
would have defeated purpose of Mastrianni ' s message filtering. 



Response to Amendment: 

3. Applicant's arguments filed on February 21, 2008 are moot 
in view of new ground of rejection set forth above. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Viet Vu 
whose telephone number is 571-272-3977. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:00am to 
4:00pm. The Group general information number is 571-272-2100. 
The Group fax number is 571-273-8300. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Nathan Flynn, can be 
reached on 571-272-1915. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may 
be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 



/Viet Vu/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2154 
2/26/08 



